ROCK THROWING PROCEDURE
Due to the high cost of rock replacement around the Commons Lakes, the following processes will help deter rock throwing. 

While natural erosion due to winter freeze-thaw cycles and strong summer storms are a cause of rock settling, rock throwing continues to be a problem that needs to be addressed.   In the past, Homeowners may have witnessed these offenses but failed to act, possibly due to fear of confrontation with the individuals.  The Naperville Police have offered to help protect our property by enforcing the no rock throwing policy.  Homeowners and/or pool staff can, and should, call the Police if they witness rock throwing. 

The lake embankments are steep and not suitable places for children of any age to play. Unless a child is fishing with an adult, children should never be allowed to play on or near the rocks. 
Below are the actions Homeowners, Pool Staff and the Swim Team should take.
Homeowners:

· Do not allow your children to play on or near the rocks. 

· Please watch all children closely while fishing. 
· If you witness an individual throwing rocks:

If you know them and are comfortable confronting them, please ask them to stop and then call their parents to let them know the incident took place. 

If you feel uncomfortable confronting them, call the non-emergency police phone number: (630) 420-6666.  It is located in the Homeowner’s directory.  Be prepared to give them the following information:  
· Location - which pond is involved  
· Names of the individuals, if known  
· Provide identifying information i.e. gender, age, clothing  
· Your name (the Police will keep your identity anonymous a your request)

· Take a digital picture as many of us have cell phones with camera capabilities   

The police will stop by to verify the information.  It takes an average of 8-10 minutes to respond, so call immediately to give them the opportunity to catch the offender in the act or while still in the area.

The police will talk to the individual and if a minor, will go to the parents’ home.  Throwing rocks is considered destruction of private property and is a criminal offense.  Individuals or parents can be fined.

Pool Staff:
The priority of the pool staff is to ensure our children are safe in the pool. However, when not performing guard duties, the staff will now periodically walk the grounds to ensure children are not playing on or near the rocks.

The pool staff should follow the same procedure as for Homeowners: If comfortable confronting a child, they should ask the child to immediately stop throwing the rocks. They will report the incident to the Pool Manager and/or Pool Board Director who will then contact the parents. 

If the pool staff witnesses a rock throwing incident and the individual throwing the rocks is older or possibly a classmate, we do not want the pool staff to confront them.  In this case, we ask the pool staff to inform the Pool Manager or Assistant Pool Manager on duty and have them call the police non-emergency number: (630) 420-6666.     

Swim Team:

The Swim Team has had a policy and process in place for several years that includes the following:

1. A few days before each home swim meet, an email is sent to the visiting club that clearly states all swimmers (and their siblings) should stay away from the rocks at all times - and to never throw them into the lakes.

2. Announcements to keep all children away from the rocks are made over the public-address system at the beginning and several times during each swim meet.

3. Coaches and Parents are instructed to watch the swimmers (and siblings) during daily practices and swim meets to make sure they stay away from the rocks.

4. Notices about staying away from the rocks are emailed to all swim team families and included in club newsletters.

5. All swim team families must sign a code of conduct which includes a clause on staying away from the lakes and not throwing rocks. 
